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22 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents / Guardians 
 
I want to personally thank you for the support and guidance you have provided 
for your children since the start of term and the return to remote learning. Since 
taking up the post of Principal in Magherafelt Primary School I have been 
amazed and impressed by both the high standard of remote learning being 
provided by our teaching staff and the excellent level of work being completed by 
our children.  
 
I am sure you are aware of the announcement made on Thursday 18 February 
regarding a phased return of pupils to school. As of this morning, we have 
received no official guidance from the Department of Education. Therefore, we 
are still in the unfortunate position of waiting for these plans to be confirmed by 
the Minister. We share in your frustrations and ask that you continue to have 
patience as we make plans for the safe return of our children to school.   
 
The provisional proposal from our Education Minister is that P1-3 pupils will be 
welcomed back into school for two weeks, from 8 to 19 March (excluding St 
Patrick’s Day 17 March).  Then they will return to remote learning for the last 
week of term 22 to 26 March. We have been very busy drawing up a safe and 
sensible plan to enable this to happen, however, we are waiting for full 
confirmation from the Department of Education before we can implement and 
share the details.  
 
Regarding the return of our P4-7 pupils the announcement suggested that they 
should be welcomed back into school after the Easter break. This is also 
currently unconfirmed.  I will endeavour to keep you up to date as soon as I have 
any new information. 
 
I am really looking forward to welcoming all the children back into school as soon 
as possible.   
  
Kindest regards 

 
Ian Somerville  
Pincipal   

 


